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Application by National Grid for an Order Granting Development Consent for the Richborough 
Connection Project 

On behalf of our client we would like to formally obiect to the proposals outlined by National Grid with regard 
to the erection of overhead power lines from the east coast of Kent to Canterbury City passing through 
various freehold parcels of land owned by our client. Our clients key holdings affected by this project are as 
follows: 

Chislet Court Farm 
Wallend and Chitty Farms 
Abbey and Durlock Farm 

Our concerns regarding this project and the wider impacts are considered below. 

Route 

lt is proposed that the route of the new 400kv electrical supply passes through specific parcels of land in 
order mitigate the view of the pylons from the wider community. However, it still bears heavily on the property 
owners and occupiers within the vicinity of this project. 

In moulding our view we consulted with the Strategic Options Report for this route which considers a number 
of options for the route of the new supply, and provides an argument which supports the Richborough to 
Canterbury route. 

When reading this report it is concerning to note that the Socio Economic Impacts of this project are given 
such little consideration with a mere few sentences assigned to this subject. The impacts of such a project 
will have a major influence on those living and working within the rural communities, as this project will detract 
not only from the aesthetics of the countryside but also the ability of those to carry out their day to day 
activities. 

Our client has a serious concern over certain factors which will impact the capital value of their property and 
land. Under the current proposals it looks likely that a large amount of very productive land will be lost from 
production which is presently used for growing such crops as potatoes and onions. This needs to be 
addressed as the current situation is not satisfactory. 

Our concerns can be mitigated by the introduction of underground cabling which will help maintain the 
aesthetic and environmental value. 
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Design and Location of Pylons 
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As noted it is our clients preferred option that the cabling for the new power supply is underground. However, 
it is acknowledged in scenario where this is not possible the T -Pole pylon design is used in the construction 
throughout this particular area. This design option therefore reduces the farmable area affected than if a 
lattice pylon is used, and in addition reduces practical maintenance issues such as weed control. 

The location of the pylons is also an area of concern and requires attention. We propose that the pylons are 
positioned on areas of land which are less productive in order to mitigate the impact that this proposed project 
may have. With the desire to increase the productive capacity of land and produce more food, placing pylons 
within the centre of productive fields appears non sensible. Practically this will sever parts of fields causing 
difficulties with farming, and thus resulting in a reduced productive capacity of the land. 

Severance and Injurious Affection 

lt is important to reiterate the influence that both the route and design of the proposed project will have on 
our clients holdings both during the construction phase and once completed. 

During the construction of this project large areas of land will effectively be severed resulting in difficulties 
farming, and in some cases no farming activities will be possible on the severed areas. Ultimately this will 
result in a reduced level of income from the land for our client. 

Once completed, and as already indicated large areas of productive fields will be severed causing difficulties 
with farming and in the long run a reduction in the productive capacity of the land. When taking this effect in 
to consideration it is of great concern to our client that the new overhead line will dramatically effect property 
values for both our clients and the neighbouring properties. 

Land Drainage and Irrigation 

The use of irrigation equipment is an important part of farming within our clients main holdings. The proposed 
project severely limits the ability of large areas of these holdings to be irrigated, with both HSE and National 
Grid placing restrictions on the use of such equipment in close proximity to electrical transmission equipment. 
In turn this has a significant impact on both the income achievable on this land and also the capital value of 
this land. 

In addition, the drainage of the land is again of deep concern to our client. The proposed works will inevitably 
cause severance and damage to the current drainage network which will not only create costs with 
rectification but will almost certainly have a continued impact on the land value. At present we have not 
received any information on how matters such as land drainage will be dealt with, and as such this is a very 
unsatisfactory position. 

Soil Management 

There is presently a lack of clarity with regard the soil management of the holdings moving forward, we are 
aware that a Soil · Management Plan will be implemented by the contractors. However from previous 
experience the methods which are used by external contractors are not fit for purposes with particular regard 
to the storage of soil and leaching, the introduction of invasive species and effective reinstatement of land. 
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More detail must be provided by National Grid regarding the soil management as this will have a direct impact 
on the productive capacity of the land for years to come and therefore the capital value of the land. 

National Land Right Strategy 

lt is noted that the National Land Right Strategy has been adopted and imposed by National Grid. This is 
considered deeply unfair and not fit for purpose by those occupying leasehold property along the route, and 
who are not being properly incentivised to cooperate with National Grid. 

Management of Holdings 

The day to day management of the holdings during the construction phase is an area of concern for our client 
and the leaseholder along the route. lt is felt that regardless of whether the land is actively grazed or cropped, 
access routes should be fenced off where requested by the tenants with access gates installed where 
necessary. In our experience without clear delineated boundaries for access route, contractors inevitably 
take liabilities which cause wide spread damage to the surrounding land, inconveniences the leaseholder 
and results in higher claims being submitted. 

General Concerns 

Throughout the meetings held between various parties since the inception of the project there has been a 
lack of willingness by National Grid to implement suggestions and be forthcoming with accurate information. 
We are asked to advise our client on a project where no definite plans and areas are available, this is wholly 
unsatisfactory. The heads of terms which have been received appear to be designed in a 'one size' fits all 
format which again does not encourage co-operation and progression on the behalf of interested parties. 

Finally, it is our belief that further consideration needs to be given to this project with particular regard to the 
impact on property owners, and those occupying the land. Information needs to be more forthcoming as well 
as active engagement with the landowners who may potentially be affected. 

I would be grateful if you could please confirm receipt of this letter. 

Ed Lattimer 
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